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As  in  the  annual  big-game  inventories  of  the  last  several  years, 
the  figures  in  this  inventory  are  estimates  or  compilations  based  on  the 
best  information  available  to  the  States,  and  the  figures  are  given  as 
reported  by  the  States.  Total  counts  are  impractical  except  in  rare 
instances;  estimates  are  generally  based  on  trend  counts --partial  counts 
repeated  year  after  year.  These  give  some  indication  of  probable  changes 
in  "big-game  populations,  but  sometimes  the  changes  in  inventory  figures 
from  year  to  year  are  the  result  of  changes  in  estimating  methods  rather 
than  of  changes  in  populations. 

The  table  follows  the  same  general  arrangement  as  those  of  the 
last  several  years,  but  has  been  divided  into  four  parts  to  avoid  too 
great  a  reduction  in  size  of  the  figures.   Part  1  gives  the  figures  for 
species  reported  on  both  by  western  and  by  eastern  States  (the  western 
and  eastern  States  are  grouped  separately  as  in  previous  years '  inven- 
tories). Part  2  gives  the  figures  for  species  reported  on  only  by  western 
States.   Part  3  gives  the  figures  for  exotic  species.   Part  h   is  the 
summary  of  totals  by  States  (the  three  columns  in  this  part  correspond  to 
the  first  column  and  the  last  two  columns  of  last  year's  inventory). 

For  each  species  the  kill  and  inventory  figures  are  as  reported 
by  the  States;  the  inventory  figures  represent  estimates  as  of  the  end 
of  the  calendar  year.   The  figures  in  the  boxheads  are  the  computed  pre- 
season totals  for  the  species,  and  the  first  column  of  part  k   gives 
computed  preseason  totals  for  the  States;  these  preseason  totals  are 
computed  by  increasing  the  sums  of  the  kill  and  year-end  inventory  figures 
by  about  5$  to  account  for  natural  mortality. 


PART  1.  --  SPECIES  REPORTED  BY  WESTERN  AND  EASTERN  STATES 


STATE 

MOOSE 
ll+,500 

ELK 
380,500 

WHITE -TAILED 
DEER 

5,621+, 000 

BLACK  BEAR 
165,000 

WILD  TURKEY 
512,000 

Kill 

Inv. 

Kill 

Inv.. 

Kill 

Inv. 

Kill 

Inv. 

Kill 

Inv. 

612  L 

£153  S 

7,037  LS 
15,800  SQ 

6,500  KP 

1,000  A 

56,000  AKP 

80,000  APK 

1,786  LS 

30,000  KP 
25 
25  P 

55,000  APK 
600 

76,077 

(a) 

50 
It-,  500 

590  LS 
1,000  SQ 

600 

22,000 
8,200 
8,000  K 

887  L 
NOS 
381  L 

30,000  K 

1+,000 

m    Colorado....... 

12,000  P 

w    Idaho 

108  S 

1,600  APK 

11,000  SQ 
NOS 
(d) 

(a) 

267  Q 

3,365 

ll+,l+02  Q 

1+1,526 

100 

6,570 

100 

26  L 
306  SR 
NOS 
NOS 
6,081+  LQ 
32l' DL 

1+50  P 

6,900  AKP 

25 

-  1,000 

20,000 

1,3^ 

100 

8,590  L 
1+3,1+20 

8,000     , 

30,000  AP 
13,500 
1,500 
88,000  KP 

1+50,000 

150  SI 

1,500 

1,500  IS 
NOS 
NOS 

22,000  P 

s    North  Dakota. . . 

2,000 

NOS 
1,000 

2,500 

^    South  Dakota... 

1+0,000  PK 
310  A 

1+00 

NFG 
30,000  K 
35,903  A 

10,000 

100 

NOS 
3,906 

l+,000 

M    Texas 

20 
500 
35,000  K 
2,000 

200 
100 

60,000 

H    Utah   . 

30  PA 

850  S 

7,000  QL 
9,55^  S 

100 

13,500  QL 
3,81+5  S 

8,000  K 
6,890  LS 
1+92  L 

261  S 

11,000  QS 
5,000  S 

52,000  K 

7,967  P 

90,000 
110,000 
7,000  K 
2,000 
1+5,000  K 
35,000  KP 
8,500 
5,680  AP 
9,750  AP 
13,000  P 
98,000 
180,000  K 
21,000 
25,000 
600,000  KP 
™  1+00,000  A 
60,500  K 
200,000 
57,500  K 
1+0,000 
387,500  K 
160,000  Q 
25,060  K 
300,000  K 
750 
60,000 
20,000  K 
125,000  K 
150,000  K 
100,000 
600,000  K 

6,600  Q 

227  s 

NOS 
NOS 

580  S 

3,162  PA 

221+  1 

6,200  K 
265  LS 

2,000 
70,000 

9,000 

NOS 

275 

75 

25 

1+50 
500 

12,000  QS 
3,000 

1+5,000  K 

23,000 

a  1+73 

153  L 
13,300  LRS 

3  s 
10,000 
35,583  s 

2,660  s 

It-,  127  L 

73,600  Q 

63,9^5  L 

2,911  QS 

8,025  LS 

-11,750  L 

i  6,7^9  L 

59,532  SL 
16,000  Q 

1+,  1+1+0  SLQ 
86,155  L 
J125 

7,500 

2,05l+  LS 

9,978  L 
ll+,227  S 
13,11+8  S 

35,060  S 

w     T_    •     • 

NOS 
6 
1,161+  s 

20 
200 

7,000 

NOS 
65 

850  p 

2,000 

NOS 

3,000  P 

750 

2,500 

NOS 
NOS 
NOS 

1 
^210 
1,300  A 

2 
800  Q 

500 

NOS 
NOS 
300 

8 
5,000  K 
10,000  A 
20 
12 
800  K 
12 
1,250  K 
10,000  Q 
21 
1,000  K 

NOS 
NOS 

500 
30  A 

NOS 

275  p 

*    Mississippi.... 

600  QS 
NOS 

13,500  K 

3,000  P 

Q    New  Hampshire . . 
m    New  York 

aN0S(2) 

50 

a  18  L(  1) 

30  K 

12 

507  SL 
1,000  Q 
NOS 
363  L 

NOS 
2,500  Q 
NOS 
17,99^ 

375  P 

15,000  Q 

w    Ohio 

200 

Pennsylvania . . . 

70,000 

15 

11  LS 
I96  L 

156  S 
83  SI 
1+11+  L 

250 

250  K 
2,000 

600  K 
500 
2,750 

1,000 
1+1+  LS 

15,000 

7,000  K 

10 

NOS 

250 

2,797  S 
1,591  SI 

NOS 

7,000  K 

West  Virginia. . 

9,000 

30 

Total 

955 

12,728 

62,163 

300,099 

607,253 

l+,7l+8,93l+ 

19,83^ 

137,333 

55,701+ 

1*32,015 

a.  Figures  in  parentheses  indicate  illegal  kills. 
t>.  Includes  200  in  Isle  Royale  National  Park. 

c.  Includes  9  crippling  losses. 

d.  Included  with  mule  deer. 

f .  Including  Coues  deer. 

g.  Includes  58  taken  by  bow  and  arrow. 


Includes  accidental  kills:  1+55  reported,  probably 

additional  1,000  not  reported. 
Includes  236  illegally  killed. 
100  illegal  and  25  accidental  kills. 

Also  reported  kill  of  5  and  inventory  of  30  mule  deer. 
Released  birds  only. 


Capital  letters  indicate  special  bases  of  estimates  as  follows: 


A  =  airplane  census. 

NOS 

=  no  open  season. 

B  =  bounty. 

P 

=  partial  count . 

C  =  club. 

Q 

=  questionnaires  or  interviews 

D  =  direct  control. 

R 

=  ranchers '    coupons . 

I  =  interviews. 

S 

=  checking  stations. 

K  =  kill  figures  or  trends  used  to  estimate  population 

T 

=  total  count . 

L  =  license  stub  or  card  returns. 

X 

=  absent  from  State . 

NFG  =  no  figures  given  by  State. 


PART  2.  --  SPECIES  REPORTED  BY  WESTERN  STATES  ONLY 


STATE 

GRIZZLY 
BEAR 

800 

MULE  DEER 
3,966,000 

BLACK -TAILED 
DEER 

1,21+1,500 

PRONGHORN 
ANTELOPE 

375,000 

CARIBOU  £ 

Kill 

Inv. 

Kill 

Inv. 

Kill 

Inv. 

Kill 

Inv. 

Kill 

Inv. 

NOS 

35 

'i+'s 

\'o" 

50 
569 

*26" 

20,807  LS 

35,950  L 

70,01+0  LS 

5l+,000  SQ 

NOS 

?100,000 

4,305  S 

1+0,000  Q 

28,000  IS 
3,000 
31  s 

89,321+  LQ 

l+,3l+0  L 

350 

111,917  QSL 

39,000  QL 

1+7,283  S 

195,000  KP 
575,000  K 
325,000  APK 
260,000  APK 

100 
238,1+33 

60,000  AKP 
100,000  AP 
21+0,000  AKP 
6,000  KP 
1+00 
1+25,000  PK 
33,000  KP 
5,000 
375,000 
160,000  K 
130,761+  AP 

578  LS 
NOS 

3,167  LS 
822  S 
NOS 
26,000  Q 

796  S 

137  L 
500  LS 

1,500  LS 
NOS 
358  L 

l+,28l  L 

1,21+0 

56  S 

NOS 

33,090  SR 

10,000  AKP 
2,155  A 
9,000  APK 
10,000  AKP 

25 
67,328 
3,800  A 
3,500  A 
22,000  AP 
5,000  KA 
1+5  A 
11,000  A 
13,000  A 
6,500  A 
17,000  AP 
180 
103,612  A 

NOS 
NOS 

m  California 

M+,l+73  L 

625,000  K 

25 

<Z 

1+1+.662  LQ 

250,000  PK 

m    Utah 

S  Washington 

38,000  QL 

180,000  K 

10 

39 

685 

61+8,31+7 

3,128,697 

127,135 

1,055,000 

72,575 

28l+,61+5 

35 

STATE 

PECCARY 
(JAVELINA) 

132,500 

BIGHORN 
SHEEP 

20,100 

MOUNTAIN 
GOAT 

13,500 

BISON 
l+,200 

Kill 

Inv. 

Kill 

Inv. 

Kill 

Inv. 

Inv. 

2,930  L 

17,000  K 

5  S 
NOS 

1+3  LS 

21  S 

26  Q 

NOS 

6  s 

3,000 

1,500 
5,100  P 
2,500  AK 

1,377 

2,800 
200  AP 

25  T 
30  T 
25 
50 

27  s 
135  Q 

NOS 
103  Q 

283  T 

50  EP 
2,800  AK 

5  A 
300 

Note: 

NOS 

7  T 

No  bison  kill  is  shown  because 

1,000  P 

950 

of  the  difficulty  of  securing 
adequate  figures;  approximately 

1,000  are  removed  from  herds  each 

year.  For  more  detailed  infor- 

a North  Dakota . . . 

mation  consult  1951  Census  of 

American  Bison  by  H.  H.  Collins, 

Jr.,  or  the  State  concerned. 

5,000 

100,000 

NOS 

1,1+58  A 

NOS 
1+9  SQ 

5,000 

1+0  AP 

1,907  AP 

§  1,258  AT 

7,930 

118,000 

150 

19,011+ 

265 

12,606 

3,996 

Mountain  caribou;  the  woodland  caribou  is  no 
longer  reported  from  the  United  States  but 
the  species  is  being  perpetuated  in  Canada. 


Includes  white-tailed  deer. 
Yellowstone  National  Park. 


PART  3.  -  EXOTIC  SPECIES 


STATE 

EUROPEAN 
WILD  BOAR 

FALLOW 
DEER 

RED 
DEER 

BARBARY 
SHEEP 

Kill 

Inv. 

Kill 

Inv. 

Kill 

Inv. 

Kill 

Inv. 

250 
20  E 

30  S 

117  LS 

850 

25  E 

300  E 
600  K 
NFG 

1+  S 

NOS 

130  P 
300  A 

NOS 

120  P 

NOS 

275  AP 

1+17 

1,755 

1+ 

1+30 

120 

275 

INT.-DUP.    SEC,    BASH.,    D.C.J00  51 


PART  4.  --  STATE  TOTALS  --  ALL  SPECIES 


State 


Estimated 
preseason 

game 
population 


State's 
estimate 
of  kill 


State ' s 

year-end 

inventory 


Arizona 

California. . . . 

rn  Colorado 

r  Idaho 

Eh 

.  Kansas 

r    Montana 

Eh 

Nebraska 

CO 

Nevada 

New  Mexico. . . . 

North  Dakota. . 

*  Oklahoma 

^  Oregon 

South  Dakota. . 

Texas 

Z.   Utah 

Washington. . . . 

Wyoming 

Alabama 

Arkansas 

Connecticut. . . 

Delaware 

Florida 

Georgia 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

m   Kentucky 

w  Louisiana 

E-1  Maine 

"^  Maryland , 

E-1  Massachusetts. , 

m   Michigan , 

Minnesota , 

s  Mississippi.-.., 

K  Missouri , 

H  New  Hampshire . , 
E"1  New  Jersey. . . . , 

w  New  York , 

"^   North  Carolina, 

H  Ohio , 

Pennsylvania . . , 
Rhode  Island. . , 
South  Carolina, 

Tennessee , 

Vermont , 

Virginia , 

West  Virginia. , 
Wisconsin , 

Total 


336,000 

1,382,000 

522,000 

528,000 

300 

612,000 

72,000 

154,000 

350,000 

71,000 

19,000 

923,000 

166,000 

710,000 

531,000 

595 , 000 

403,000 

183,000 

133,000 

8,000 

2,500 

119,200 

70,000 

9,500 

6,000 

13,700 

14,500 

116,000 

239,000 

28,500 

30,500 

714,500 

500,000 

81,500 

222,000 

74,000 

1+9,000 
1+72,000 
215,000 

31,200 

500,000 

900 

88,000 

31,000 

144,000 

184,000 
130,000 
670,000 


12,455,300 


27,655 
85,076 
81,258 
82,778 


140,965 

5,101 
40,213 
31,462 
24,500 

1,375 

141,528 

17,532 

53,916 

112,323 

104,203 

94,356 

14,200 

7,155 

492 

26l 

23,075 

8,025 

153 
3,300 

3 

10,071 

36,7^7 

3,410 

4,129 
74,400 
64,445 

3,511 

8,025 
12,068 

6,749 

60,039 

19,500 

4,440 

104,512 

125 

8,515 

2,109 

10,174 

17,180 

14,822 

35,474 


1,602,350 


292,383 

1,230,680 

415,415 

419,957 

725 

441,746 

63,800 

106,750 

301,600 

43,025 

16,445 

737,630 

140,093 

621,945 

392,720 

462,180 

288,599 

160,200 

199,375 

7,000 

2,000 

90,450 

58,500 

8,973 

5,680 

9,750 

13,870 

100,200 

190,000 

23,500 

25,009 

605,985 

411,330 

74,020 

203,012 

58,380 

40,024 

389,125 

185,000 

25,281 

371,000 

750 

75,250 

27,250 

127,010 

157,850 

109, 500 

602,780 


10,253,752 


